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THREE FORMER GRIZZLY BASKETBALL GREATS TO BE INDUCTED
INTO HALL OF FAME__________________________ __

MISSOULA—
Three former University of Montana basketball greats will be added to the school's
Hall of Fame, announced Grizzly athletic director Harley Lewis.
The trio includes:

Bill "Biff" Hall, Steve Lowry and Eric Hays.

They will be

inducted into the elite group Saturday, Jan. 24, prior to the Montana-Boise State game
in Missoula.

There are now 46 members.

In conjunction with the three additions, the University of Montana will also be
hosting a reunion of several hall of famers the weekend of the Idaho (Jan. 23) and
Boise games.

Twenty or more former Grizzly greats are expected to attend.

A postgame

gathering of the former players, their friends and the public is scheduled after both
bames at the Elks, located on the corner of Pattee and Front Streets.
"The University of Montana athletic department is pleased to honor former
student-athletes in basketball, who have made a significant contribution to our
program,"

Lewis said.

"We are looking forward to our first reunion of Hall of Fame members, and
bringing former great athletes back to campus,"

Lewis continued.

"They were truly

great players, and their teams and their involvement with those teams helped make
Grizzly basketball what it is today."
"We expect to have a similar function every five years, and give our former
athletes a chance to get involved in our basketball program,"

Lewis added.

Bill "Biff" Hall was a 6-4 center for the Grizzlies during the 1938-39, 1939-40
and 1940-41 seasons.

He scored 667 career points for UM in his three-year career.
(over)

Hall of Fame-- add one

Hall scored 245 points in the 1938-39 season.

He led the 17-13 Grizzlies

in scoring and in field goal percentage.
From Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Hall's best season was probably 1939-40, when
he scored 214 points, and led the team in field goal percentage (.401) and free
throw percentage (.647).

UM was 17-8 that season.

In his final season for Montana Hall scored 208 points.

His head coach was

George "Jiggs" Dahl berg, whom the Grizzly basketball court was named after.
Steve Lowry, a 6-7 center from Red Lodge, is the No. 12 scorer in Grizzly history,
with 856 points.

He played in the 1960-61, 1961-62 and 1962-63 hoop seasons.

As a sophomore, in 1960-61, he had an excellent year, averaging 14.2 points and
14.0 rebounds a game.

UM was 14-9 overall and 7-7 in the Skyline Conference that

season.
A consistent scorer and rebounder, Lowry had a career total of 763 rebounds,
which ranks him in the top five.

He held the school record for some time.

In 61-62 Lowry ranked ninth in the conference in scoring (15.8); fourth in
field goal percentage (.484) and fifth in rebounding (11.4).

He finished the year

with 363 points and 279 rebounds.
A knee injury against Utah State Feb. 12, 1963 in Missoula, ended his outstanding
career.

If he hadn't been injured he would have had an excellent chance of holding

a school record in rebounds (held by Ken McKenzie, 859).

He finished that season with

167 points and 163 rebounds.
Eric Hays, currently the successful coach of the local Hellgate Knights, was a 6-3
forward from Grand Junction, Oregon.
Not only was Hays a top-notch scorer, but he was also a "skyer" when it came to
jumping ability.

His biggest "claim to fame" was probably the well-known Montana-UCLA

NCAA playoff game in 1974-75, won by the Bruins 67-64.
championship that season.

UCLA went on to win the national

Hays scored 32 points- and was guarded by UCLA All-American

Dave Meyers.
(more)

«
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Hays is the No. 16 Grizzly scorer with 796 points, and ranks 20th on the single
season scoring list with his 383 points in 74-75.

He was a first team All-Big Sky

pick that season, as well as a first teamer on the NCAA Western Regional team.
He led the Big Sky in field goal percentage (.549) and free throw percentage (.862).
Hays was a former career record holder in field goal and free throw percentage.
He shot .536 (307 of 572) from the field and .809 (182 of 225) from the line.
still holds the single season free throw mark.

He

(.858).

In his three-year Grizzly career UM was 53-29 overall and 31-12 in the Big Sky
Conference.

His junior year in 73-74 he was a second team all-league pick.

60-57 to Idaho State in the postseason playoffs.

UM lost

He was also a Big Sky leader in

FG and FT percentage, and averaged 11.6 points a game.
Also an outstanding student, Hays carried a 3.5 GPA in math.
Hall of Fame members expected to attend this weekend:
Jiggs Dahl berg (1923-24-25); Chuck Davis (1947-52-53);
Chuck Burgess (1941-42-43);
John Cheek (1946-47-48);
(1935-36-37);

Ed Argenbright (1954-55-56);

Naseby Rhinehart (1933-34-35);

Tim Aldrich (1962-63-64);

Bill Lazetich (1937-38-39);

Dave Gustafson (1968-69-70);
Hall; Lowry, Hays;Chalkie Miller

Sam Kain (1926-27-28);

51-52) and Williams Jones (1940-41-42).
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